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The pensing with the requirement; and at the instance of the
«««»£$ niinister, the overseers and the ' most substantial inhabit-
ihe land, ants', they appear to have exercised their power frequently1.
The parish authorities were under an obligation to provide
a ' convenient habitation' for homeless persons, and the
erection of cottages on the waste afforded the readiest means
of doing so2. James I. condemned the practice of building
cottages upon the commons, " which are as bad as alehouses,
and the dwellers in them do commonly steal deer, connies,
sheep, oxen, horses, break houses, and do all manner of
villanies "3. Many cottages were put up without licence and
the local authorities connived at it, while the judges found
it impossible to execute the law and suppress the cottages on
the waste since this would have rendered the inmates home-
less 4. It afforded Charles I., however, an opportunity to
raise money by appointing a commission to compound with
the offenders5. The commission was revoked the next year,
though individuals were still indicted, even in the eighteenth
century, for breach of the Elizabethan Act6. Whether or not
the cottager occupied four acres of land, he had the use of the
commons which enabled him to keep swine and goats and
geese, and sometimes a cow. We may infer, then, that the
majority of agricultural labourers occupied some land 7 or
at least had access to the commons. Yet long hours of
service must have severely curtailed the labourer's oppor-
tunity for doing other work. The Act of 1563 ordered that
' betwixt the middle of the months of March and September'
they should work from five a.m. to seven or eight p.m., and
the rest of the year from' the spring of the day' until night—
with two and a half hours for meals 8. In the eighteenth
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